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Accounting
$163,520.00 was paid to local health for 
services rendered in 2006.
Only 10 septage firms had not paid their 
fees by October 1, 2006.
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Enforcement
Those 10 firms were issued cease and 
desist orders for failure to pay 2006 fees.
In February 2006, 12 firms were issued 
NOVs for not renewing their licenses in 
2005.
Local health is taking a more active role in 
compliance and enforcement.
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Enforcement
DEQ and local health have caught a 
number of firms operating vehicles without 
licenses.  
Firm owners are transferring existing 
tanks to new vehicles.
Land applying to unauthorized sites.
A lot of pending cases.
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Education
As of January 1, 2007, a new firm must 
have 10 hours CSE prior to application.
The majority will need 30 hours by March 
2010.
There were 17 courses offered in 2006 
worth over 113 CSE hours.
All CSE courses are posted on the Septage 
Program website.

Septage Program Review

Education
The septage waste contingency fund has 
$88,700.00 available to licensed firms.
Expenditures from this fund in 2006 
totaled $3,720.00.
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Vehicles - Decal Placement
All firms will be required to place the new 
decals on the cab of the vehicle.
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Vehicles – Motor Carrier Act
DEQ and HD checking for federal safety 
inspection certification for vehicles.
The bottom line is safety.
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Vehicles – Motor Carrier Act
If you want to know more details about this 
law check the federal website at 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/ or the Michigan State 
Police website at 
http://www.michigan.gov/msp.
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Emerging Issues
Land application still problematic.
Septage Waste Storage Facility (SWSF) 
fallout.

Anti-septage citizen groups forming.
Lawsuits filed.
Township ordinances rewritten.

Tiled farmland.
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Land Application Issues
Firms land applying prior to soil sampling. 
Many firms have no idea how many acres 
are actually available for use.
Not uniformly applying septage waste.
No screening.  
No incorporation.
Land applying when conditions are not 
favorable.
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Land Application Issues
Land applying in a manner causing 
septage waste to enter into farm field tile 
and into waters of the state.
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What has the DEQ done to help?
Developed a comprehensive land 
application guidance document.
Staff spends countless hours on the 
phone with septage firms.
Classes held on land application.
Workshops for local health staff provided 
in 2006.
More information on the program website.
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SWSF Issues
DEQ received 13 plans in 2006.
Most of the plans were incomplete.
The majority of the plans were received 
around October 12.
Most are above ground steel facilities.
DEQ continues to actively support SWSFs.
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SWSF Fallout Issues
Citizen perception of the septage waste 
industry.
The pumping, transport, storage, and 
especially the land application of human 
waste is feared and hated by the public.



16

Septage Program Review

SWSF Fallout Issues
Citizen groups are forming to prohibit 
SWSF construction and land application.

Focusing on major and minor issues.
Collecting evidence to support their case.

These vocal groups are pressuring the 
DEQ and local and state officials.

Septage Program Review
SWSF Fallout Issues

These citizen groups are filing lawsuits.
DEQ staff time spent on these cases totals 
hundreds of hours.
Townships are taking a serious look at 
their ordinances and some have re-written 
them prohibiting SWSF construction and 
land application.
Leelanau County Circuit Court recently 
upheld a township ordinance.
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SWSF Fallout Issues – DEQ Septage 
Program Actions

DEQ staff are actively involved with:
Education of local and state officials and 
citizen groups.
DEQ administration to develop policy.
Supporting and working with licensed septage 
firms so they can build SWSFs and land apply.
Getting firms into compliance with the law.
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SWSF Fallout Issues – DEQ Follow-up
DEQ will not support licensed firms that 
choose to remain in violation of Part 117.
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SWSF Fallout Issues – MSTA Action
What actions are you and your association 
doing to promote your industry?

Is the MSTA talking with local officials about 
land application and need for SWSFs? 
Does MSTA speak at MTA or other conferences 
and workshops?
Do MSTA members speak at local health 
workshops for new home owners with onsite 
systems?
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SWSF Fallout Issues – MSTA Action
What actions are you and your association 
doing to promote your industry?

Are you working with municipal wastewater 
administrators either individually, at 
workshops or conferences?
Does the MSTA provide legal council for its 
members?
Is MSTA building positive relationships rather 
than adversarial ones with these groups? 
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SWSF Fallout Issues – MSTA Action
What actions are you and your association 
doing to promote your industry?

Are members adhering to Part 117 
requirements; especially with regard to land 
application practices?  
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SWSF Fallout Issues
Or are firms land applying in a manner that 
either is or is perceived to be in violation 
of the law?

Land applying on sites with rain saturated 
soils?
Not bothering to incorporate because you think 
the site is remote and not accessible to the 
public?
Installing an SWSF without DEQ authorization?
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SWSF Fallout Issues – MSTA Action
The last 2 actions are absolute losers.  
They provide more evidence to citizen 
groups that the industry does not care 
about their health or the environment.
Citizen groups do not have to prove a firm 
is violating the law in order to get a local 
ordinance changed.  
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Land Application Issues - Highlights
Many are screening.
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Land Application Issues – Highlights

Some have actually stopped applying when 
conditions are not favorable for application!
This action reduces soil compaction.
Improves soil structure.
More pore space for air and water.
Reduces soil and septage loss due to runoff.
Improves crop growth and yield resulting in a 
higher AAR.
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Land Application Issues – Highlights
More are constructing SWSFs to better 
manage their land application operations.
More firms are calculating AAR and 
calibrating equipment.
Many are providing detailed land 
application site plans.
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Land Application Issues – Highlights
Odor control practices practiced.
Erosion controls in place.
Noting current and future weather.
Measuring setbacks, marking application 
sites/field boundaries.
Posting property lines.  
Practicing uniform application.
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Program Highlights
More wastewater treatment plants are 
accepting septage waste.

There are 19 treatments plants with DEQ 
approved operating plans.
Livingston County.
Lenawee County.
More are in the process of developing those 
plans.
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Program Highlights
More septage firms and health 
departments are using the DEQ Septage 
Program website; are you?
www.michigan.gov/deqseptage


